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Foreword

The India School on Internet Governance
has grown into one of the most consistent
capacity building efforts in the Indian
digital policy space. What began way back
in 2016 has now reached its tenth edition,
moving through cities and institutions
across the country, and building a
community along the way.

That continuity matters - inSIG has been
the entry point for many Indian
practitioners now active at IGF, ICANN, and
in regional policy engagements.

Sushil Pal

Joint Secretary
Ministry of Electronics and IT

gAagi®! Td

HEAT et e

MINISTRY OF

i, ELECTRONICS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

We, at the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology, recognize the
value of this work and are glad to support
an initiative that has, edition after edition,
added to India’s capacity to engage the
global Internet governance ecosystem with
expertise and sustained presence.
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ABOUT

inSIG

The India School on Internet Governance (inSIG) was founded in 2016, with the inaugural edition,
inSIG2016 convened during October-November 2016 at the IlIT Hyderabad, immediately prior to
the ICANNS57 meeting held in the same city. The program brought together 44 participants from 9
countries and featured 22 speakers from 12 countries. The second edition, inSIG 2017, was held
at Technopark, Thiruvananthapuram, which brought together 88 participants, including 63 Fellows
from 5 countries, and 15 Speakers from 6 countries. The third edition, held in New Delhi in Oct
2018, saw participation from about 90 delegates. The fourth edition was organized in Kolkata,
West Bengal, during 15-17 Nov 2019, with over 70 participants from India and abroad.

In response to the global pandemic, inSIG2020 was organized as a virtual event, hosted by ISOC
Mumbai Chapter. The event was conducted over three days (7-10 Oct 2020), with a Day 0 event
on 3 Oct 2020. The 2021 edition of inSIG was also organized as a virtual event, with a Fellows
meet-n-greet held on 14 Nov 2021 and the main sessions organized during 19-21 November
2021. The ISOC Chennai Chapter served as the host chapter for the event.

Following two virtual editions, inSIG2022 returned to an in-person format and was held during 25—
28 September 2022 at the International Institute of Information Technology (IlIT), Hyderabad,
hosted by the ISOC Hyderabad Chapter.

Subsequent editions continued to expand the programme’s outreach and engagement. The eighth
edition, inSIG2023, was hosted at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Guwahati. The ninth
edition, inSIG2024, was organized at the Indian Institute of Management (l1IM), Bangalore, while
the tenth edition was held at the Birla Institute of Technology, K. K. Birla Goa Campus.
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OUR

OBJECTIVES

Impart formal training on Internet Governance to participants so as to prepare them
for engagement in global Internet Governance processes. To this end, the program
content is a balanced mix of global IG topics, regional topics and India-specific
topics (in the approximate ratio of 60:10:30);

Nucleate a community of Internet Governance professionals in India through alumni

Provide networking opportunities for participants

Provide an international setting for participants through a mix of domestic and
international participants, making inSIG a national-regional SIG.

Introduce to participants some of the global experts in Internet Governance as
speakers in the program
N
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inSIG OVER THE YEARS

AND IMPACT

The India School on Internet Governance (inSIG) was established in 2016 as a structured initiative
to strengthen stakeholder engagement and capacity building in Internet Governance in India. The
inaugural edition, inSIG2016, was organized in Hyderabad immediately prior to the ICANNS7
meeting, laying the foundation for what has since evolved into one of India’s leading Internet
Governance capacity-building platforms.

Over the years, inSIG has been hosted across multiple cities in India, expanding both its
geographic reach and stakeholder participation. The second edition was held in
Thiruvananthapuram in 2017, followed by New Delhi in 2018, Kolkata in 2019, virtual editions
hosted by ISOC Mumbai and ISOC Chennai in 2020 and 2021 respectively, Hyderabad in 2022,
Guwahati in 2023, Bengaluru in 2024, and Goa in 2025. Each edition brought together participants
from across India and abroad, including representatives from government, academia, civil society,
industry, and the technical community, along with international experts and institutional partners.

Over the past decade, inSIG has emerged as an important platform for fostering dialogue,
knowledge-sharing, and thought leadership on Internet Governance and digital policy issues in
India and the Asia-Pacific region. More than 460 Indian and international fellows have
participated in the programme, contributing to a growing alumni network actively engaged in
Internet Governance processes at national, regional, and global levels. Alumni include
professionals from government institutions, academia, civil society organizations, the private
sector, and technical communities, many of whom continue to contribute to policy discussions
and digital governance initiatives.

The program has played a significant role in strengthening stakeholder understanding of key
issues relating to Internet Governance, including cybersecurity, data protection, privacy, digital
rights, platform governance, emerging technologies, and Internet infrastructure. Discussions at
inSIG have also engaged with evolving policy and regulatory developments such as the Digital
Personal Data Protection Act, the proposed Digital India Act, and broader global debates
surrounding platform accountability and digital governance. Through its multistakeholder
approach, inSIG has created a collaborative space for dialogue among diverse actors shaping the
digital ecosystem.

inSIG has also contributed to the development of parallel initiatives and partnerships within the
Internet Governance ecosystem. The India Youth Internet Governance Forum (Youth IGF India),
incubated through inSIG in 2018, has since evolved into an independent platform focused on
strengthening youth participation in digital policy discussions. Additionally, since 2018, inSIG has
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consistently hosted the Global Forum on Cyber Expertise (GFCE) Triple-l Workshops in
collaboration with global partners, focusing on promoting trust, open standards, and
cybersecurity cooperation in the digital ecosystem. These engagements have been supported by
contributions from international organizations and institutions including ICANN, APNIC, PIR, and
the Internet Society (ISOC).

Through sustained engagement over the years, inSIG has strengthened awareness, built
capacities, and enabled meaningful participation in Internet Governance.

IMPACT IN NUMBERS

460+ | 7% :

INDISNENDINTERNATIGNAE ALUMNI NETWORK SPANS KEY PLATFORM FOR SHAPING

REESOWS GOVERNMENT, PRIVATE SECTOR, INTERNET GOVERNANCE IN
ACADEMIA, AND CIVIL SOCIETY. INDIA AND THE ASIA-PACIFIC.
inSIG OVER THE YEARS
2016 2017 2018 2019
o o o ®

inSIG2016 was held inSIG2017 was
prior to ICANNS7,
from 31 Oct-2 Nov at
T Hyderabad, with
29 Indian and 15
international

participants from 8

Indian and 6

organized from 25-28
Oct at Technopark,
Trivandrum, with 72

international participants
from 5 countries.

inS1G2018 was held
in New Delhi by ISOC
Delhi Chapter on 13-
15 Oct, bringing
together 82 Indian
and 8 international
participants.

inSIG2019 was
conducted in Kolkata
by ISOC Kolkata
Chapter during 15-17
Nov, with over 58
Indian and 12 O
international

countries. participants.
2022 2021 2020
o ® ®

inS1G2022 was a physical
meeting from 25-28 Sept,

Chapter at IlIT Hyderabad,

with 65 participants From

O India and overseas. The

fellowship category for

people with accessibility
was launched.

hosted by ISOC Hyderabad

inSIG2021 was a virtual
event hosted by ISOC
Chennai Chapter, with
sessions from 19-21
Oct attended by 25
Indian and 9
international
participants.

inS1G2020 was
organized virtually by
ISOC Mumbai Chapter,
held from 7-10 Oct,
with a Day 0 event on
3 Oct. 37 Indian and
15 international
participants attended
the sessions.

2023 2024 2025
[ o o
inSIG2023 was organized inS1G2024 took place at 10 years of inSIG

29 Sep - 1 Oct with Day 0
on 28 Sep, at [IT Guwahati
with 48 National and 5
International participants

IIM Bangalore from 1-3
Oct, and Day 0 on 30 Sep
hosted by ISOC
Bengaluru Chapter, with
53 Indian and 9
international participants

A Decade of inSIG:
Building Voices,
Shaping Policy.

inS1G2025 was held at
BITS Pilani, Goa from
19-21 Sep with day 0 on
18 Sep with 42 National
and 11 International
participants.
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inSIG Organizing Team

inSIC 2025
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m inSIG2025 Fellows

=
S. H. Nandun
De Silva

CEO, Emate
Technologies, Sri Lanka

Participating in the inSIG2025 Fellowship at BITS Pilani Goa Campus was a truly
enriching and transformative experience. The program provided an excellent platform
to engage with experts, researchers, policymakers, and fellows from diverse
backgrounds who are passionate about Internet Governance and digital policy.

The sessions were highly insightful and covered important topics related to digital
rights, cybersecurity, Al governance, Internet infrastructure, and the future of the digital
ecosystem. Beyond the academic and professional knowledge gained, the fellowship
also created meaningful opportunities for networking, collaboration, and cultural
exchange.

| sincerely appreciate the efforts of the organizers, mentors, and the entire inSIG team
for creating such a well-structured and impactful program. The knowledge and
experiences | gained through this fellowship will greatly contribute to my professional
journey and future contributions to the digital community.

I am truly honoured to be part of the inSIG2025 Alumni community.

Suvasini Shrestha

Founder - Surevi Impact,
Regional Lead, ISOC,
ASG, Nepal

Participating in inSIG2025 Fellowship, Goa was an incredibly enriching and inspiring
experience for me. The program provided a valuable platform to deepen my
understanding of Internet Governance, digital rights, cybersecurity, Al governance, and
inclusive digital development through engaging sessions, panel discussions, and
interactive roleplays.

What made the experience truly special was the diversity of participants and experts
from different stakeholder groups and countries, creating a collaborative environment
for meaningful dialogue and knowledge exchange. | especially appreciated the
emphasis on multistakeholder participation, inclusion, and the future of equitable digital
governance.

As someone passionate about technology, accessibility, and social impact, inSIG2025
strengthened my motivation to contribute more actively to digital policy discussions
and inclusive Internet ecosystems in Nepal and beyond. | am grateful to the organizers,
mentors, and fellow participants for making this journey memorable and impactful.

Thank you to the inSIG team and partners for creating such an empowering learning
space.
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Vatsla Srivastava

Public Policy and Digital
Governance Professional
| President, Internet
Society India, Mumbai
Chapter
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Joining the inSIG2025 Fellowship at the BITS Pilani K.K. Birla Goa Campus was both
intellectually enriching and personally clarifying. Coming from a background in public
policy, media, and gender advocacy, | entered the program with a strong interest in how
digital systems influence rights, access, safety, and representation. Throughout the
fellowship, this interest was explored within the broader context of the Internet
governance ecosystem.

What made the fellowship particularly valuable was the diverse cohort, which included
academics, journalists, technologists, creative arts folks, trust and safety practitioners,
and voices from civil society. This mix ensured that our discussions were never purely
technical; they consistently engaged with deeper questions of power, inclusion, and
public trust.

The sessions balanced technical knowledge with social considerations, and one key
takeaway | kept returning to was that access is not just about being connected to the
Internet. It also involves whether people can use the Internet in meaningful and safe
ways that respect their language, identity, and context. Additionally, it highlighted the
individuals who often fall through the gaps when systems are not designed with them in
mind.

The focus on inclusion, Al bias, online harms, and India’s role in shaping Global South
perspectives aligns closely with my work. The inSIG fellowship sharpened my
understanding of these areas. It reaffirmed my belief that digital governance must be
interdisciplinary, rights-based, and rooted in the lived realities of the communities it
aims to serve.

| left the fellowship with a clearer vocabulary, stronger connections with my peers, and
a deeper understanding of the importance of this work.

Divya Shukla
HCLTech

Being an inSIG2025 Fellow was a truly enriching experience. The sessions were
insightful, and the speakers and trainers shared practical perspectives that made the
discussions very engaging. | also really appreciated the efforts of the organizers in
creating such a collaborative and welcoming environment. Interacting with
professionals from diverse backgrounds added great value to the overall learning
experience and will definitely help me in my professional journey at HCLTech and within
the Internet governance community.

] '".T.I ]
Ankur Raheja
Domain Name Lawyer

mie  gpnTT

My experience as a fellow at inSIG Goa in September 2025 was very valuable. As a
lawyer, | found the sessions insightful and practical, especially because they helped me
understand Internet governance better, with a special focus on DNS abuse. The
discussions, interactions, and learning environment gave me a clearer view of the legal
and policy aspects of this important issue. | also had the chance to connect with people
from different backgrounds, which made the experience even more meaningful. | am
grateful to have been part of inSIG and would strongly recommend it to anyone
interested in Internet governance and digital policy.
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Dhruv Dhody
IAB Chair
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Speaking at inSIG2025 in Goa was a genuine pleasure. Over three days, | had the
chance to take the cohort through the Internet standards landscape — the IETF and |IAB,
how RFCs are made and where the standards process stands today — and to talk
through the openings ahead for them in the wider IG ecosystem. What stayed with me
was the sharpness of the questions and the seriousness with which the fellows
engaged. This is precisely the next generation | hope to see stepping onto the global
stage, and inSIG is doing the essential work of getting them there.

@ Sponsors

f

Dr. Devesh Tyagi
CEO, NIXI

Samiran Gupta

VP, Stakeholder
Engagement and
Managing Director, APAC

Nixi

For over a decade, NIXI has been actively supporting inSIG in its efforts to foster and
empower the next generation leaders. This long-standing collaboration reflects the
strong alignment between NIXI's vision of strengthening India’s Internet ecosystem and
inSIG’s objective of nurturing informed, skilled, and engaged netizens. Together, this
partnership has created a mutually beneficial platform that contributes to the
development, mentorship, and capacity building of young minds, enabling them to play
a meaningful role in shaping a Viksit Bharat.

ICANN

inSIG has been at the heart of developing local talent in Internet Governance for a
decade now. The results are visible, with inSIG alumni actively participating in global
Internet governance. The curricula are always topical and attract the best speakers.
ICANN deeply appreciates the efforts of community leaders and volunteers in staging
inSIG and is very happy to support their journey.
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Srinivas Chendi

Strategic Relations
Senior Advisor, APNIC
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() APNIC

The Asia Pacific Network Information Centre (APNIC), the Regional Internet Registry for
the Asia Pacific, has proudly supported inSIG since its inception in 2016, recognising its
important role in creating a platform for young leaders to engage in Internet
Governance discussions and contribute to shaping the future of the Internet. Over the
years, inSIG has played a significant role in developing the next generation of leaders
while strengthening capacity building and multistakeholder participation in India and
across the region. As inSIG marked its 10-year milestone in 2025, APNIC is pleased to
continue its support and remains committed to initiatives that empower youth,
strengthen multistakeholder engagement, and contribute towards building a global,
open, stable, and secure Internet.
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inSIG

INITIATIVES

The two main initiatives of inSIG are:

A. Youth Internet Governance Forum India: The Youth Internet Governance Forum India (YIGF
India), initiated in 2018, is a key initiative incubated by the India School on Internet
Governance (inSIG). Since its inception, inSIG has been pivotal in incubating and supporting
YIGF India, which has grown into an independent platform aimed at fostering the active
participation of young people in critical Internet Governance discussions. With inSIG's
continuous backing, YIGF India has matured into an annual event that runs parallel to inSIG,
engaging youth in vital conversations about the digital future, technology policies, and the
role of governance in shaping the Internet landscape. A fellowship is awarded to a few youth
participants with an aim to provide focused mentorship and guidance to the best young
minds who are enthusiastic and have a strong interest in contributing to technology, policy
and society.

YIGF India aims to empower young people by providing them with the knowledge,
mentorship, and platforms necessary to contribute meaningfully to Internet Governance
processes and policymaking. The initiative brings together students, young professionals,
researchers, and youth advocates, exposing them to key issues such as data protection,
cybersecurity, platform governance, artificial intelligence (Al) regulation, digital inclusion,
connectivity, and emerging technology policy debates. Through these engagements,
participants are encouraged not only to understand evolving digital governance issues but
also to actively contribute to national, regional, and global policy discussions.

One of the major goals of YIGF India, heavily supported by inSIG, is to prepare participants for
global Internet Governance forums, ensuring that the voices of the youth are heard and
represented in critical decision-making processes. YIGF India offers a mix of workshops,
collaborative sessions, panels, and keynote addresses to foster engagement and allow youth
to interact with leading experts and policymakers in the field. This helps bridge the gap
between younger generations and established stakeholders in the Internet governance
ecosystem.

For instance, YIGF India 2024 addressed key topics such as Internet Governance, the
multistakeholder approach, Al-driven futures, cybersecurity, meaningful access and
connectivity and Al governance recommendations and the role of youth in Internet
governance. Over 150 participants attended, including 18 India YIGF fellows from across the
country. inSIG's support has been critical to the success of YIGF India, ensuring its
sustainability and relevance. Each year, the forum also awards fellowships to encourage
broader participation, thereby fostering an inclusive and diverse cohort of young Internet
Governance advocates.
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Through its sustained support and mentorship, inSIG has played an important role in
strengthening YIGF India as a platform for youth engagement and leadership development in
Internet Governance. The initiative continues to contribute towards building a new generation
of informed and engaged digital policy leaders in India.

2018

ﬂ' KT Lmsvsnany, Daliv
B ¥ crsgatay 12 scemaal
i o

Tred fril =i0F wadis DO wiEd
bl e, Chosbier 13 )
AT sty Gulta

2022

e I
BTy e
T by,

Fodul T2 BUGEHETES
By hmamsirnyy ] pueden

aEon

TRGH it T i el o
Him W

¥ 17 i, g i iy

e i feschraoioery el polcy

YIGF OVER THE YEARS

2019

(R PR IR ]

prispants wred B dpllioan,
B g g, 1o el P
il thak et

2023
-
Zeprerce 11
BT Capmatai
UF pariopesiy
T iy
Thery Tl plaroe—ar gy

BdEon

TOCF il TOTD . Pepld o
Sopreesea I b BT Trpvanhue

B R e it Dyl b
¥ 10 fii e et 'l 2 e

o,

ILANI K K BIRLA GOA C

AVl et )1
B o
TR

Spbmareng B npeaia L I e

2021

Doioier 13-4

Wirtgsl rdea|

1X5 pErEEE

b P

Pt ‘st T i

L LR Rala

FEOF Fahl O il Pl e ekl £
Driokes - T Trasrad “miaamsn
T B ik 0 e i

BT P . B et D Taen

Dt L el BT

Ok =@

Ao MO vt g

FICE eafien TOTS wa bapld on
Tepledar W o e 1 Flas
o eis e T, wilfy G
[ e S P T |
O T e Vsl ale Tl el



inSIG2025 [15

B. Global Forum for Cyber Expertise (GFCE) Triple-1 Workshops: Till 2024, the Global Forum for
Cyber Expertise (GFCE) Triple-l workshops have been an integral part of inSIG’s agenda since
2018, and inSIG has played a pivotal role in organising and sustaining these workshops each
year. The GFCE, an international platform designed to facilitate cyber capacity building
through cooperation, established the Triple-l (Internet Infrastructure Initiative) workshops to
promote the use of open Internet standards and best practices to enhance trust in the
Internet globally. These workshops have been a key feature of Day 0 events at inSIG, with a
focus on building awareness, sharing knowledge, and fostering collaboration on
cybersecurity challenges.

The GFCE Triple-I workshops, supported by inSIG, aim to align local cybersecurity efforts with
global standards, encouraging the adoption of best practices to secure Internet
infrastructure. Each year, these workshops bring together a broad range of experts, including
government officials, technical community members, and civil society representatives, to
discuss critical topics such as cybersecurity norms, Internet resilience, and trust in digital
ecosystems. This platform allows participants to not only gain knowledge but also exchange
ideas and practical solutions to current cyber challenges.

inSIG 2025
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The tenth edition of inSIG, inSIG2025 was organized at the BITS Pilani, Goa from 19-21
September 2025, with a Day 0 on 18 September. The event was hosted by BITS Pilani, Goa.

The program brought together 24 Indian Fellows
including one participant from the disabled
community, 11 international Fellows, 5 local Fellows
and 11 Youth IGF India fellows who belonged to
different stakeholder communities and
backgrounds. Additionally, this edition included two
government fellows.

Over the three days, participants were provided with
a high-level understanding of Internet Governance,
including familiarisation  with  key Internet
Governance organisations and an overview of how
the Internet functions. The program also introduced
the evolution and importance of the
multistakeholder model, and engaged participants
in discussions on privacy, data protection, human
rights, cybersecurity, artificial intelligence, and other
emerging issues currently being deliberated in
national and global forums.

The inSIG2025 program can be viewed here.

inSIG2025 in numbers

24 INDIAN FELLOWS
INCLUDING 1 PERSON WITH
DISABILITY

11 INTERNATIONAL
FELLOWS, 5 LOCAL
FELLOWS, 11 YOUTH IGF
INDIA AND TWO
GOVERNMENT FELLOWS

REPRESENTATION FROM
DIFFERENT STAKEHOLDER
COMMUNITIES AND
BACKGROUNDS

Sponsors and Supporters of inSIG2025

SUPPORTED BY

MINISTRY OF

TR wad

nixi ()

ICANN

Internet
Society

Internet :
Society

ELECTRONICS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

) ¢)APNIC

n___

India internet Foundasion


https://insig.in/fellows-2025/
https://insig.in/fellows-2025/
https://insig.in/fellows-2025/
https://insig.in/insig-agenda-2025/
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6.1 Day 1

Landscape around DNS Abuse, Speakers: Brian Cimbolic, Chief Legal & Policy Officer, Public
Interest Registry (PIR) and Anand Raje, Co-Founder & CTO, India Internet Foundation (IIFON)

Mr. Brian Cimbolic, Chief Legal and Policy Officer at Public Interest Registry (PIR), introduced PIR
as a non-profit administering the .org and other mission-driven Top-Level Domains (TLDs), with
over 11.5 million registered domains. He highlighted that .org is considered one of the cleanest
legacy gTLDs due to its robust DNS anti-abuse measures, including the NetBeacon Institute,
amendments to ICANN’s contracts on DNS Abuse, and collaboration with the Internet Watch
Foundation (IWF) to combat Child Sexual Abuse Material (CSAM).

Mr. Cimbolic explained that registries and registrars can act only at the domain level, not on
specific subdomains or parts of content. Their tools, suspension, deletion, redirection, or
sinkholing are blunt, as they employ an “all or nothing” approach that risks collateral damage by
afiect.ng leyitimat2 content. According to the updated ICANN definition, DNS Abuse
encompasses malware, botnets, phishing, pharming, and spam. From 2024 onward, ICANN's
amended contracts require registries and registrars to proactively act against DNS abuse.

PIR’s Anti-Abuse Program adopts a three-pronged approach:
1.Reactive: Collaborating with Clean DNS for abuse monitoring.
2.Proactive: Implementing a Quality Performance Index that financially incentivizes registrars
to reduce abuse.

3.Appeals Process: Allowing registrants to challenge actions before neutral third parties.

PIR also works with key organizations such as:

IWF - to detect and block CSAM and address TLD hopping.
International Red Cross - to identify fraudulent fundraising sites.
USFDA - to intercept domains promoting narcotics and opioids.
SWGTL - to restrict non-consensual intimate imagery.

He shared free tools available through the NetBeacon Institute for combating and measuring
DNS abuse.

Key Takeaways:

Registries and registrars can only act at the domain level, limiting the granularity of
intervention.

ICANN'’s 2024 contract amendments mandate proactive anti-abuse measures.

PIR’'s 3-pronged approach balances enforcement, incentives, and fairness through appeals.
Cross-sector collaborations are vital in addressing varied online harms such as CSAM,
fraud, and illicit trade.

NetBeacon Institute provides valuable free tools for monitoring and mitigating DNS abuse.
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Day 1

Evolving Nature of the Internet and Its Governance; Speakers: Jovan Kurbalija, Diplo Foundation
| Moderator: Anupam Agrawal, CCAOI

Summary:

Mr. Kurbalija traced Internet evolution through historical milestones, the Axial Period,
Enlightenment, Sputnik, DARPANET, and ICANN'’s creation, linking them to today’s “Digital Axial
Age.” He highlighted power concentration in tech giants whose influence now rivals nations,
raising questions about accountability, sovereignty, and a new digital social contract. He
underscored the need for balancing digital sovereignty and connectivity, citing ICANN’s neutrality
during the Ukraine-Russia conflict.

During the session, Mohammad Aamir from Airbus raised a question about digital sovereignty,
pointing out that most data is currently controlled by the US and China, which leaves end users
globally vulnerable to exploitation. He raised a question on how this issue can be addressed. In
response, Jovan Kurbalija emphasized that the real issue is no longer just about data, but the
capture and commodification of knowledge. He argued that Al has become a tool for extracting
and exploiting knowledge, leading to what he termed “knowledge slavery.” To counter this, he
advocated for a bottom-up Al approach, encouraging individuals to create their own Al agents
using open-source platforms to preserve and protect their knowledge.

Another question raised was whether big tech companies today are following the same path as
the early Internet, which was shaped by British telecom infrastructures. Kurbalija responded by
explaining that while Internet cables still follow geographic routes, big tech has gone further by
monopolizing supply chains and extending geopolitical influence. He drew a parallel with China’s
gradual control over physical infrastructure in Africa, but noted that this new form of dominance
is more concerning, as it involves control not only over territories but also over individuals'’
physical and virtual lives.




inSIG2025 [19

Day 1

Key Takeaways:

We live in a new Digital Axial Age.

Internet governance evolved from ICANN to data protection laws.
Tech platforms wield economic and psychological power.
Sovereignty vs connectivity tension needs balance.

A digital social contract is urgent.

Introduction to the Internet Governance Ecosystem: ICANN, IETF, ISOC, IGF, RIRs; Speakers:
Samiran Gupta (ICANN), Setu Upadhyay (ISOC), Sunny Chendi (APNIC), Dhruv Dhody (IAB) |
Moderator: Anand Raje

Summary:

Panelists explained how global technical bodies keep the Internet open and unified. ICANN
coordinates domain names and IP addresses through multistakeholder policy. ISOC promotes
shared responsibility and houses IETF and PIR. APNIC allocates IP resources in Asia-Pacific,
promoting IPv6 transition. IETF creates open technical standards. They warned that
fragmentation (“splinternet”) threatens interoperability.

During the session, Anil raised a question whether IPv5 had ever existed, asking if the transition
from the 32-bit IPv4 system to the 128-bit IPv6 standard had been a sudden leap or part of a
more gradual evolution. Srinivas Chendi explained that IPv5 had existed in an experimental form,
while Dhruv Dhody noted that 48-bit addressing would ultimately have been insufficient to
accommodate the rapid and unprecedented growth of the Internet. He emphasized that the scale
of Internet expansion made the adoption of a more sustainable and future-proof standard such
as IPv6 essential.

A question was raised regarding how policy frameworks are developed when certain aspects are
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Day 1

not explicitly defined within Internet protocols. Responding to this, Dhruv Dhody explained that
Internet protocols are designed around the principle of interoperability and are intentionally
flexible in nature. This flexibility allows network operators the autonomy to determine how
protocols are implemented and managed within their respective networks, while still ensuring
compatibility and seamless communication across the broader Internet ecosystem.

Divya Shukla from Gupshup raised a question regarding the role of global bodies in relation to
Network as a Service (NaaS). Responding to this, Dhruv Dhody clarified that while proprietary
protocols exist within the NaaS ecosystem, the concept largely relates to enterprises managing
their own internal networks. He noted that such implementations are generally not considered
problematic as long as they do not adversely affect the broader health, stability, and functioning
of the Internet.

Divyanshu from the Government of Odisha raised a question on how the privatisation of the
Internet should be understood. In response, Samiran Gupta explained that the term “privatisation”
can have different interpretations, including the regulation of private networks or concerns
relating to online content. He emphasized that technical Internet Governance bodies primarily
focus on issues relating to Internet infrastructure, standards, and protocols, rather than content
regulation.

Key Takeaways:

ICANN ensures secure global address coordination.

ISOC advances open, inclusive Internet governance.

APNIC drives transparent IP allocation and IPv6 adoption.

IETF builds technical standards through consensus.

Avoiding fragmentation requires multistakeholder collaboration.
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6.2 Day 2

Addressing the Digital Divide: Access, Inclusion, Building Security & Trust; Speakers: Dr.
Mahesh Uppal (ComFirst), Pradeep Verma (MeitY), Pavithra Ramanujan (APC), Setu Upadhyay
(ISOC)

Summary:

India’s digital divide continues to remain significant despite the rapid expansion of connectivity
infrastructure. During the session, Dr. Uppal emphasized that meaningful access goes beyond
network coverage and must also include affordability, access to devices, relevant local content,
and user safety. He highlighted that although India has the world's second-largest telecom
network, it also continues to have one of the largest unconnected populations globally. He further
noted that many users still rely on 2G connectivity and that official connectivity figures can be
misleading due to the prevalence of multiple SIM ownership. According to him, underserved
regions such as Bihar, Jammu & Kashmir, and Jharkhand continue to face connectivity gaps due
to market disincentives, rigid licensing frameworks, and revenue-sharing regulations. He stressed
the need for telecom policy reforms and stronger incentives to promote inclusive and meaningful
connectivity.

Pradeep Verma outlined several initiatives undertaken by MeitY to strengthen trust and security in
India’s digital ecosystem, including multilingual domain names, e-KYC frameworks, and the
establishment of a DNS Centre of Excellence. Pavithra Ramanujan highlighted how existing
offline inequalities relating to gender, class, and geography often translate into digital exclusion.
She underscored the need for intersectional policy approaches and safer online spaces to ensure
more equitable digital participation.

Addressing questions relating to trust, privacy, and regulatory trade-offs, Dr. Uppal emphasized
that digital policymaking must remain grounded in constitutional values. He underscored the
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the importance of adopting flexible, transparent, and consultative regulatory approaches that
carefully balance potential harms and benefits, while avoiding excessive compliance burdens
that could hinder innovation and inclusive growth.

Pradeep Verma from MeitY outlined the government’s approach to addressing DNS abuse and
advancing universal access. He highlighted measures such as multilingual domain registration,
village-level digital registries, and the establishment of a DNS Centre of Excellence aimed at
training ISPs and monitoring emerging threats. He noted that during the pandemic, fake domains
were swiftly identified and taken down, demonstrating the importance of coordinated response
mechanisms. He also stated that e-KYC has been mandated for domain registrations, with India
advocating stronger cooperation from registrars and ICANN to ensure timely validation and
reduce DNS-related abuse.

He further pointed to ongoing challenges posed by cross-border registrars, many of whom are
reluctant to block malicious domains or share data due to differing legal and regulatory
frameworks across jurisdictions. He emphasized that a proportionate and user-centric approach
requires collective accountability from all stakeholders, including national courts and global
Internet governance institutions.

Pavithra Ramanujan highlighted that the digital divide mirrors offline inequalities. Marginalised
groups, especially women and rural communities, face persistent barriers such as high device
costs, low digital literacy, and restrictive social norms. Language exclusion also limits access to
essential services. COVID-19 worsened these disparities, especially in education. She stressed
that digital inclusion must tackle affordability, access, and online safety, while fostering a
misinformation-free and gender-sensitive environment.

On digital rights, Ramanujan argued for policies centred around the most excluded. Ensuring
online safety requires systemic solutions, beyond content regulation, including platform
transparency, protection from online abuse, and human rights-based approaches that safeguard
freedoms like free expression.

Key Takeaways:

Connectivity is not equal inclusion; access must be affordable and safe.
Regulation should balance rights, harms, and innovation.

Marginalised groups face compounded digital barriers.

Government DNS initiatives improve trust but global gaps remain.
Designing for the most excluded ensures equitable inclusion.
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Digital Economy: Balancing Ethics, Rights, Innovation & Environment
Speakers: Prof. Vishwanath Pingali (IIM Ahmedabad), Kriti Trehan (Data & Co.) | Moderator:
Gowree Gokhale

Summary:

The panel examined how India’s digital economy can sustain innovation while protecting rights
and ethics. The panelists highlighted rapid FinTech growth (185 billion digital transactions in
2024) alongside uneven digital literacy and cyber fraud. They called for proportionate regulation,
culturally contextual ethics, and sustainable tech practices. India’s role in global digital
governance was emphasized as a potential leader in ethical Al and inclusive digital growth.

Kriti Trehan opened by responding to participant questions, acknowledging the remarkable scale
of India's digital growth. She cited key achievements such as nearly 950 million mobile
subscriptions, with 400 million in rural areas, and 95% village connectivity via 3G/4G networks.
The growth of digital payments was also highlighted, with 185 billion transactions recorded in
2024 alone (worth 260 lakh crore), and August 2025 seeing over 20 billion transactions (325
lakh crore in value). Despite this success, she warned that deep structural gaps remain—only 12%
of people over 50 are digitally literate, and rural women face the most significant barriers. Trehan
also underscored a growing trust deficit, citing India's position as second globally in
cyberattacks, raising concerns around digital security and user confidence.

Prof. Vishwanath Pingali built on this, referencing an lIM-Ahmedabad study which estimates that
by 2030, 16% of India’s GDP will be driven by mobile transactions. He emphasized that while
digital platforms are creating new forms of employment, especially in areas like healthcare, SMEs
continue to struggle with high transaction costs and regulatory overlap. Drawing comparisons
with Europe, he argued that state intervention to streamline digital frameworks can accelerate
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digital growth, highlighting how simplified regulation in the EU helped reduce barriers for small
businesses.

The second round of the discussion focused on ethics, legal frameworks, and the global digital
economy. Prof. Pingali stressed that regulatory frameworks must reflect cultural contexts, noting
that even basic ideas such as “privacy” differ globally. He urged policymakers to recognize
historical biases and inherited data structures when creating ethical governance models.

Trehan added that innovation should not be treated as an end goal, but rather a tool to deliver
citizen-centric, inclusive outcomes. She cautioned against excessive regulatory layering, which
often stifles growth and burdens startups. As an example, she referenced cultural sensitivities in
India like the notion of “nazar” that can influence public resistance to technologies such as facial
recognition, which also bring serious privacy implications. Advocating for meaningful
engagement with grassroots realities, she pointed to the EU Al Act as a model that foregrounds
individual rights and transparency. For India, she argued, regulations should enable, not control,
citizen participation in the digital space.

The final discussion explored India’s role in global digital governance. Prof. Pingali stressed that
while international norms are important, each country must first develop frameworks suited to its
own socio-economic realities. He contrasted India’s approach to health and data with that of the
EU, illustrating the need for context-specific digital principles.

Trehan concluded by highlighting India’s global leadership potential, referencing recent
milestones like the Global Al Summit and India’s presidency at the G20. She argued that India is
well-positioned to shape the global digital agenda, especially in advocating for a rights-based,
inclusive, and ethical digital future. However, she noted that global leadership must be balanced
with national grounding, ensuring that any exported principles are rooted in the lived realities of
Indian citizens.

Key Takeaways:

Digital growth outpaces digital literacy.
SMEs need simpler regulatory frameworks.
Ethics and privacy must reflect local context.
Innovation should serve citizen-centric goals.
India can shape global digital principles.
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Key Regulatory Issues Being Discussed in India

Speakers: Kriti Trehan (Data & Co.), Rakesh Maheshwari (Former Sr. Director, MeitY), Dr.
Mahesh Uppal (ComFirst)

Summary:

The discussion focused on delays in operationalizing the Data Protection Act and Digital
Competition Bill. Speakers stressed the need for quick promulgation of DPDP Rules, empowering
the Data Protection Board, and developing principles-based rather than prescriptive tech
regulations. They urged a nuanced approach to digital competition and cautioned against
telecom rules that overreach into digital services.

In the panel discussion, Kriti Trehan and Rakesh Maheshwari offered detailed insights into the
Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, digital competition, and regulatory approaches in
India.

Kriti Trehan highlighted that the final DPDP Act differs significantly from the original B.N.
Srikrishna Committee draft, evolving into a principles-based legislation, which is more adaptable
for regulating emerging technologies. However, she noted that even after two years, the
delegated legislation required to operationalize the law remains pending, weakening its
effectiveness. She also pointed out the shift from a proposed independent authority to a
government-nominated Board with limited adjudicatory and rule-making powers, emphasizing
that the Board’s early actions will be key in establishing its credibility.

On digital competition, Trehan clarified that dominance itself isn't problematic, it's the abuse of
dominance that must be addressed. She stressed the importance of accurately defining relevant
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markets in such assessments. While she acknowledged growing interest in exploring whether a
dedicated competition law for digital platforms is needed, she argued that a pre-emptive (ex-
ante) law may not suit India’s context. Instead, a coordinated and context-sensitive regulatory
approach is necessary. On OTT regulation, she questioned the utility of the “same service, same
rules” framework, citing South Korea’s example to show that services may appear similar but
operate differently, warranting differentiated regulation.

Rakesh Maheshwari, responding to the DPDP Act, described it as overarching legislation that will
require behavioral changes within government departments. He defended the inclusion of
exemptions in the law as necessary for practical implementation. While the Board is government-
nominated, he argued it doesn’t have to be government-dominated, though in its current structure
it functions more as an adjudicatory body than a full-fledged regulator.

On digital platforms, Maheshwari noted their tendency to scale rapidly, which justifies the
government’s interest in proactive regulation. Speaking on telecom cybersecurity rules, he
explained that their primary aim is to curb malicious activity and protect users, especially in
critical sectors like fintech. However, he warned that the current scope is too broad, potentially
affecting the wider digital ecosystem. He recommended a more focused application, guided by
risk assessments, to avoid unintended service disruptions while effectively reducing fraud.

Key Takeaways:

DPDP Rules must be notified for implementation.

The Data Protection Board needs greater powers.

Digital competition demands context-specific rules.
Principles-based governance fits emerging tech.
Telecom regulation should avoid over-regulation of OTTs.
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WSIS+20 Review & Future Governance of the Internet
Speakers: Jennifer Chung (IMSB), Chris Buckridge (IMSB) | Moderator: Amrita Choudhury

Summary:

The session reviewed the WSIS Zero Draft and its relevance for Asia-Pacific. Jennifer Chung
highlighted progress on digital divide and multilingual Internet sections, urging attention to
persons with disabilities and funding for the IGF. Chris Buckridge stressed the need for global
coordination to avoid Internet fragmentation and maintain interoperability. Both called for active
regional participation in WSIS discussions.

Jennifer highlighted the improved representation of issues like the digital divide and the
multilingual Internet in the WSIS draft, particularly relevant for the Asia-Pacific region and
countries like India with multiple official languages. She emphasized the importance of including
minority voices and people with disabilities, noting these as critical areas needing attention.
Jennifer also pointed out that the funding of the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) remains a key
concern and called for its alignment with the Global Digital Compact and the UN Sustainable
Development Goals.

Chris opened by acknowledging the global acceptance of the WSIS process, but questioned the
societal implications of how the Internet is used. He stressed the need for global cooperation
across diverse stakeholders to manage the flow of information on key issues. Chris praised the
zero draft for its explicit commitment to multistakeholderism, including governments, the private
sector, and tech players. He noted that while topics like Al are often treated in silos, the draft
wisely positions WSIS as a central coordinating body for these conversations.

In the closing remarks, Jennifer underscored the value of forums like InSIG in surfacing important
ideas, while noting that WSIS language must be broad and inclusive to resonate globally. She
advised participants to engage with the WSIS draft by identifying the parts most relevant to their
own interests.

Chris concluded by warning against growing Internet fragmentation, as countries develop their
own governance systems, risking loss of interoperability. He stressed the need for global
coordination and encouraged active contributions to the WSIS process, framing it as a vital
opportunity for collective action.

Key Takeaways:

WSIS Zero Draft supports multistakeholder governance.
Multilingual Internet and inclusion remain key priorities.
Greater focus needed on disability representation.
Avoiding fragmentation requires global coordination.
Asia-Pacific must voice regional priorities.
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Governance of Al & Emerging Tech

Speakers: Abhishek Singh (MeitY), Urvashi Aneja (Digital Futures Lab), Gowree Gokhale
(Independent Lawyer) | Moderator: Kriti Trehan

Summary:

The panel explored Al's opportunities and risks. Mr. Singh outlined India’s Al Mission and
fellowship initiatives. Urvashi Aneja warned that biased data can entrench social inequities, and
called for transparent, accountable Al systems. Gowree Gokhale emphasized the need for strong
yet innovation-friendly regulation and capacity building for an Al-ready workforce.

In the panel moderated by Kriti, the discussion focused on the challenges, risks, regulation, and
future of Al, especially in the Indian context. Gowree emphasized that while privacy concerns
dominate public discourse, larger-scale threats such as cybersecurity and national security risks
are more pressing.

Urvashi highlighted the issue of bias in Al systems, particularly relevant in India where social
inequalities are deeply embedded in data. She illustrated this with an example of biased hiring
systems, where Al trained on discriminatory data could reinforce gender-based wage gaps,
thereby deepening inequalities.
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On the need for Al regulation, both agreed it is critical. Urvashi stressed that without oversight, Al
could lead to monopolies and misuse, with power concentrated in a few large tech companies.
Gowree added that self-regulation isn't enough, and that well-designed government regulation
can both protect public interest and support innovation.

On the topic of transparency, Urvashi explained that it means understanding how Al systems
make decisions and what data they use. This transparency is essential for accountability and
building public trust.

Looking ahead to the India Al Summit 2026, Gowree called for outcomes that prioritize real-world
solutions, focusing on job creation, capacity building, and inclusive growth. She stressed that Al
should be developed responsibly, empowering people and supporting sustainable and equitable
development.

The session underscored the importance of ethical, transparent, and inclusive Al, along with
strong regulatory frameworks to guide its development and use.

Key Takeaways:

Biased data creates biased Al outputs.
Transparency and explainability are vital for trust.
Al should create jobs and solve real problems.
Regulation must enable innovation responsibly.
Capacity building and inclusive growth are critical.
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India’s Cybersecurity Priorities

Speakers: G. Narendra Nath (NSCS), Ram Mohan (ldentity Digital), Saikat Dutta (DeepStrat), Dr.
Hemanth Rathore (BITS Goa) | Moderator: Mini Ulanat

Summary:

Mr. Nath emphasized Security by Design and enterprise resilience for critical sectors like telecom
and banking. Ram Mohan and Saikat Dutta outlined priorities: capacity building, cyber drills,
supply-chain security, and indigenization of tools to reduce foreign dependence. Dr. Hemanth
Rathore stressed academic-industry collaboration for hands-on cyber education.

Mr. G. Narendra Nath emphasized the importance of Security by Design (SbD), embedding
security from the earliest design stages rather than as an afterthought. He highlighted key
principles like Zero Trust, authentication, and authorization, and stressed the need for forensic
readiness to enable quick incident response. He also underlined enterprise resilience in critical
sectors like telecom and banking as essential to national resilience. He praised initiatives such as
India’s CSIRT-Power for the energy sector, the Telecom Security Operations Centre (TSOC), and
the National Security Directive on the Telecommunication Sector (NSDTS), which mandates
trusted products in telecom networks. Measures like “bank.in” domains and “160” prefixed
numbers help combat fraud and raise public awareness.

Ram Mohan outlined India’s cybersecurity priorities, focusing on protecting critical Internet
infrastructure and the need for regular cyber drills to identify vulnerabilities. He emphasized
capacity building, training skilled professionals in incident response and digital forensics. He also
cautioned about the risks of Al-based coding lacking security principles and its impact on
national security.

Saikat Dutta stressed that protecting individuals is key to national security and called for broad
adoption of Security by Design across sectors. He emphasized collaboration among government,
private sector, and civil society, and highlighted the importance of indigenization, developing
domestic cybersecurity tools to reduce reliance on foreign vendors, citing risks such as sanctions
affecting critical infrastructure security.

Dr. Hemanth discussed how academia is evolving by moving from textbook learning to practical,
data-driven training, with collaborations on Al/ML research in cybersecurity. He noted funding
challenges but urged more support to build a skilled cybersecurity workforce. On building digitally
resilient infrastructure, Ram Mohan stressed securing the software supply chain through
measures like a Software Bill of Materials (SBOM) for transparency. Saikat called for enhancing
trust and safety via bug bounty programs and public awareness campaigns.
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To bridge the gap between theory and practice, Dr. Hemanth recommended stronger partnerships
between industry and academia, encouraging applied research backed by government funding,
and incentivizing innovation to develop practical cybersecurity skills.

Overall, the discussion highlighted the need for a comprehensive approach combining security by
design, capacity building, indigenization, collaboration, and practical education to strengthen
India’s cybersecurity ecosystem.

Key Takeaways:

Security by Design is core to resilience.

Forensic readiness aids rapid incident response.
Critical infrastructure needs constant testing.
Indigenous cyber tools enhance national security.
Academia must align training with real-world needs.
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Internet Standards and RFCs: Processes and Present Status

Speaker: Dhruv Dhody (IAB)
Summary:

Dhruv Dhody explained how RFCs (document series for IETF standards) shape the Internet’s
architecture. The IETF follows open participation, free access, technical merit, and “rough
consensus and running code.” He outlined its structure (IAB, IESG, Working Groups) and efforts
to enhance regional and gender diversity through programs like IETF Sisters.

On the question of how to prioritise if these are lego blocks, Dhruv mentioned that the IETF is not
a top-down organisation and does not have rigid priorities. Instead, it encourages organic,
community-led efforts where 130 Working Groups decide their areas of interest, speed, and
timelines. Urgent market needs are naturally prioritized by these groups.

On the question of representation beyond the technical community in IETF and involvement of
other stakeholders, Dhruv responded that protocols like AlPref, which allow users to express Al
interaction preferences, are based on IETF principles of user choice and interoperability. He
added that other policy-oriented working groups are emerging, such as those focusing on human
rights protocol considerations and ensuring global access to the Internet for all.

Key Takeaways:

RFCs are core to IETF standards.

Open, bottom-up consensus drives innovation.

IETF prioritizes permission-less collaboration.
Standards enable global interoperability.

Diversity and access improve technical governance.
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What Next: Participation in the Internet Governance Ecosystem & Opportunities

Speakers: Sohini Raiyung (ISOC), Yash Agrawal (ICANN), Srinivas Chendi (APNIC), Dhruv Dhody
(IAB) | Moderator: lhita G (Youth IGF)

Summary:

This session outlined pathways for youth and professionals to engage in Internet Governance.
Panelists shared personal journeys through ISOC chapters, APNIC fellowships, ICANN NextGen,
and IETF contributions. They emphasized that forums like IGF spark collaboration even without
immediate policy outcomes and encouraged diverse voices to join the ecosystem.

Dhruv Dhody (IAB) shared his IETF experience, emphasising it as a space for open debate where
the Internet belongs to everyone. He noted that the technical community plays a vital role not only
in standards development but also in policy. Srinivas Chendi (APNIC) recalled the 2008 IGF in
Hyderabad, highlighting how multistakeholder engagement—Ilawyers, technical experts, and
policymakers, continues to shape the IGF’s true value through long-term collaborations rather
than immediate outputs. Sohini Raiyung (Internet Society) brought a human rights lens, pointing
out that a shared vision in Internet governance allows people from diverse backgrounds to come
together. Yash Agrawal (ICANN) reflected on how the energy and interest individuals bring to
shaping Internet governance truly drive change.

On opportunities, ISOC offers open membership, with access to local chapters, Special Interest
Groups (SIGs), and 17 courses, both moderated and self-paced. Fellowships include programs in
leadership, policy, and research. Vision 2030 focuses on community-centred, trustworthy, and
open Internet access, with an emphasis on connecting the unconnected.
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APNIC provides fellowships with no age limit for professionals and a structured youth fellowship
with mentoring and conference participation. They also encourage engagement via mailing lists
and SIGs like the Cooperation Interest Group, which handles cross-border legal and policy issues.
At IETF, there’s no formal membership or fellowships, but participation, both remote and in-
person—is encouraged, especially for those looking to solve real-world technical problems.
Students can contribute by engaging with RFCs and providing feedback. IETF also addresses
policy aspects and conducts pre-meeting sessions in India to build capacity.

ICANN offers multiple entry points like the Fellowship and NextGen programs, open courses via
ICANN Learn, and regular public meetings. NextGen targets youth (18—-30) currently in university.
Accessibility is a core requirement, and ICANN 85 in Mumbai will reflect this. Policy consultations
are open to public input, and At-Large Structures (ALSS) provide another avenue to get involved.

Other points discussed included logistical queries about programs, such as references for
fellowships (optional but helpful), ISOC chapter application delays (due to review time), and
inclusivity for persons with disabilities (confirmed as a priority). Dhruv highlighted that both
ICANN and IETF are coming to India soon and urged participants to engage. Srinivas noted that
NSRC maintains a calendar of IG events. Samiran Gupta added that while some opportunities
have waitlists, the ICANN website remains a valuable resource for jobs and updates.

Key Takeaways:

Multiple entry points exist (ISOC, APNIC, ICANN, IETF).
Diversity enriches Internet Governance.

Forums value dialogue over formal resolutions.
Fellowships build skills and networks.

The Internet is for everyone, participation matters.
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Glimpses of Past
inSIG Editions

A. First inSIG Edition: inSIG2016, Hyderabad

The First India School on Internet Governance (inSIG 2016) was held in Hyderabad, India
between 31 October - 2 November, 2016. Organized, by ISOC Delhi and Trivandrum Chapters,
inSIG 2016 was supported by the National Internet Exchange of India (NIXI), Ministry of
Communication and IT (MeitY), ICANN, Internet Society; International Institute of Information
Technology, Hyderabad (IlIT-H); APNIC; and the Asia-Pacific School of Internet Governance
(APSIG).

Apart from Indian participants, there were 15 International participants hailing from 8 countries.

For more details on the school refer the following blog or the website www.insig.in



https://blog.apnic.net/2016/11/21/insig-2016-initiative-engage-community-Internet-governance-discussions/
https://blog.apnic.net/2016/11/21/insig-2016-initiative-engage-community-Internet-go%20vernance-discussions/%20or%20the%20website%20www.insig.in
https://blog.apnic.net/2016/11/21/insig-2016-initiative-engage-community-Internet-go%20vernance-discussions/%20or%20the%20website%20www.insig.in
https://blog.apnic.net/2016/11/21/insig-2016-initiative-engage-community-Internet-go%20vernance-discussions/%20or%20the%20website%20www.insig.in
https://blog.apnic.net/2016/11/21/insig-2016-initiative-engage-community-Internet-go%20vernance-discussions/%20or%20the%20website%20www.insig.in
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B. Second inSIG Edition: inSIG2017, Trivandrum

The second edition of inSIG 2017 was organized from 24-26 October 2017 at Technopark,
Trivandrum by Internet Society - Delhi, Kolkata and Trivandrum Chapters, with the support of
ICANN; Internet Society; APASA; APSIG; NIXI; Ministry of Electronics and IT, Government of
India; Dept of IT Government of Kerala; Technopark; IEEE Kerala Section and IEEE Kerala
Section Computer Society.

The school was attended by 63 Fellows from 5 countries and 12 participants from the
Government of Kerala. There were 15 Speakers from 6 countries, which included two ICANN
Board members, an IGF MAG Member, a member of the ISOC Board of Trustees, 3 of the 5
RALO Chairs from ICANN AtLarge, and other experts. Role plays and Lightning talks on current
issues were introduced this year for participants to relate to the topics and issues being
discussed more readily.

Additionally, a half day event for the technical community on 23 Oct 2017 at Technopark on the
Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF) and ways to engage.

C. Third inSIG Edition: inSIG2018, Delhi

The third edition of the India School on Internet Governance was organized in New Delhi, India
between 13-15 October. In addition, two Day 0 events—the first India Youth IGF and the GFCE
Triple-l Workshop—were also organized on 12 Oct 2018. This event was organized jointly by
Internet Society Chapters at Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai and Trivandrum.

The third edition of inSIG brought together 92 participants, including 52 Fellows from 6
countries of which 22 were women, 33 Speakers from 6 countries, including, an ICANN Board
member, a member of the ISOC Board of Trustees, the CTO of ISOC CTO, representatives of
ISOC, APNIC and ICANN and experts from the country.

A detailed, session-by-session report of inSIG2018, together with feedback received at the end
of the session, is available as a work-in-progress document at http://bit.ly/insig-report and
pictures at https://bit.ly/insig2018pics
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D. Fourth inSIG Edition: inSIG2019, Kolkata

The fourth edition of inSIG was held from 15-17 November, in Kolkata, India, with two Day 0
events (the Second Youth IGF India and GFCE Triple-l Workshop). The event was organized
through a partnership of four ISOC chapters: New Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai, and Trivandrum.

50 Fellows from various academic, cultural, regional backgrounds participated in inSIG2019.
Through panel discussions, workshops, role-plays and group activities the three-day school
covered a myriad of topics related to the Internet. The sessions covered fundamental topics
like the history, principles, and status of the Internet. The hurdles around online safety, human
rights, online radicalization, and cybersecurity were extensively examined and many
perspectives were brought out which were thought-provoking and ingenious. Status and
challenges of Emerging technologies, content regulation, and multilingual Internet were also
discussed widely and valuable feedback and inputs were provided by the delegates. The report
on the discussions can be viewed using this link.

The event was supported and sponsored by NIXI, Facebook, APNIC, ICANN, Internet Society,
Neustar, APASA and MediaNama.
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E. Fifth inSIG Edition: inSIG2021, Mumbai Virtual

The Fifth School on Internet Governance 2020 (inSIG) was conducted virtually between 7-10
Oct 2020. It was organized by four Internet Society Chapters of India: Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai
and Trivandrum. inSIG2020 was hosted by the Mumbai Chapter. The event was supported by
NIXI, APNIC, ICANN, Internet Society and Facebook. 106 people participated in the school from
17 countries this year, which includes 27 Indian fellows, 10 local fellows and 15 international
fellows.

There were twelve sessions including a virtual tour of Mumbai city. The topics discussed
include: current state and future perspectives of IG; history of IG In India and APAC,
introduction to core Internet Technologies; emerging Internet Technologies, trends and
security; gender and diversity; Internet for better health and well-being; governance of online
content; universal acceptance; community networks; data governance; engaging with the IETF;
Internet Standards; child protection and updates on virtual SIGs and capacity building. The
session wise report can be viewed using this link.
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F. Sixth inSIG Edition: inSIG2021, Chennai Virtual

The sixth edition of India School on Internet Governance (inS1G2021) was held online from 19-
21 November, and hosted by Internet Society Chennai. The meet and greet session was on 14
November.

inSIG 2021 was supported by MeitY, NIXI, ICANN, APNIC, Internet Society, Facebook, etc. One
of the key objectives of inSIG is to build capacity on Internet Governance among community
members in India and handhold them for engagement in global Internet Governance processes.

16 Indian fellows, 9 international fellows, 8 fellows from the host chapter and 1 ISOC Chapter
fellow participated in the school. This year the program consisted of discussion on the
perspectives on the Current and Future of IG, IG in APAC and India, introduction to core Internet
technologies; emerging technologies: trends and security; privacy and data protection,
competition issues in digital economy; digital legislations in India; Indian participation in IETF;
gender and diversity on the Internet and the role of technology during the pandemic and
recovery IG journey in India, The speakers for the sessions were both from India and overseas.
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G. Seventh inSIG Edition: inSIG2022, Hyderabad

The Seventh Edition of India School on Internet Governance (inSIG2022) was organized at IlIT
Hyderabad between 26-28 September. 65 fellows (including fellows from the Government of
Telangana, across India and International fellows from 4 countries) attended the school. This
year, a new fellowship category for people with disability was launched.

Maarten Botterman, ICANN Board and Jayesh Ranjan Principal Secretary, IT, Govt of Telangana,
inaugurated the school. The other speakers this year were, Champika Wijayatunga, Srinivas
Chendi, APNIC; Osama Manzar, DEF; Rakesh Paladugula, Adobe; Dr Salman Abdul Moiz,
University of Hyd; Dr. N. Rukma Rekha, Uohyd University of Hyderabad; Aishwarya Giridhar,
CCG-NLUD; Dr KVK Santhy, NALSAR; Manoj Gupta, Capgemini; Rajesh Dhuddu Tech Mahindra;
Aadya Misra, Spice Route Legal;, U Ram Mohan SP, Cyber Crimes, Telangana; Dr Sriram
Birudavolu DSCI; Shanta Thoutam, Ph.D. Telangana State Innovation Cell; Sanket Waghmare,
Recykal.com; Aman Taneja, Ikigai Law; Dr P J Narayanan, IlIT-Hyd; and Subham Saran, NIXI.

The sponsors of inSIG2022 were: NIXI, Meta, IlIT Hyderabad, Govt. of Telangana, ICANN,
APNIC, CCAOI and IIFON.
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Day 0 events:

Workshop on Multilingual Internet

APRALDO, inSIG FICCI ILIA, and India Local UA Chapter on #UniversalAcceptance organized a
workshop on Foundational Pillar for India’s Multilingual Internet on 25th September 2022 at llIT
Hyderabad.

Universal Accaptance:
rhe Feundational Pillar for
india's Multilingual Internot
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GFCE Triple-1 Day Workshop

The GFCE Triple-l Day Workshop was organized for the third time in India. The workshop was
initiated by the Global Forum for Cyber Expertise (GFCE), and is supported by APNIC, ICANN,
Internet Society (ISOC) and its Indian chapters, as well as the Indian Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY). The workshop was meant to facilitate awareness-raising and
capacity building events in different regions of the world in order to enhance justified trust in
the use of Internet and/or email in those regions, with specific priorities to be determined by
stakeholders in the region.
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H. Eighth inSIG Edition: inSIG2023, Guwahati

The eighth edition of the India School on Internet Governance (inS1G2023) was held from 29
September to 1 October at Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati (1IT-Ghy). The event was co-
hosted with IIT Guwahati. Over 54 fellows (including fellows from northeast India, youth and
overseas) participated in the three day event. The event was sponsored by NIXI, Meta, APNIC,
ICANN, and SSNet.

The topics discussed this year include: History and Evolution of the Internet: Global and Indian
Perspectives; The IG Ecosystem; Internet Core Technologies; Enhancing Multistakeholderism
for Future Governance of the Internet; Issues in IG: Access, Digital Divide, Security, Trust;
Unpackaging Digital Personal Data Protection Act 2023 & its impact; Platform Governance
(Intermediary issues, Content Moderation, Antitrust); Digital India Act: The components needed;
Governance of Al & Emerging Tech; Digital Economy-Challenges and Opportunities; Internet
Standards and RFCs: Processes and the Present Status; India's Cybersecurity Requirements.
There were role plays and flash talks to engage the participants.

The speakers at the school were: Maarten Botterman, ICANN Board; Sushil Pal J. S (IG) MeitY;
Prof Dr. Gautam Barua, lIT Guwahati, Dr. Govind; Amitabh Singhal, Anja Gengo, IGF Secretariat;
Jia Rong Low ICANN; Sarah Lake, Internet Society; Pablo Hinojosa, APNIC; Anand Raje, ISOC
Kolkata; T. Santhosh, MeitY; Dr. Syed Kazi, Council for Social & Digital Development (CSDD);
Prashanth Sugathan SFLC; Rakesh Maheshwari, Former Sr. Director & Group Coordinator
(Cyber Law and Data Governance), MeitY; Nehaa Chaudhari, Ikigai Law; Ashutosh Chaddha
Microsoft; Guilherme Canela, Chief of Section of Freedom of Expression and Safety of
Journalist, UNESCO; Anupam Sanghi, Anupam Sanghi & Associates; Shahana Chaterjee SAM,
Nikhil Pahwa, MediaNama, Uthara Ganesh Snap; Pratik Sibal, UNESCO; Urvashi Aneja, Digital
Future Lab; Venkatesh Krishnamoorthy, BSA; Dr. Vishwanath Pingali (IIM A); Ashwani Rana
Zupee; Mansi Kedia, ICRIER; Narendra Nath, NCSC; Sriram Birudavplu, DSCI; Dr. Aparajita Bhatt,
NLU-Delhi.
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Day 0 events:

Sixth Edition of Youth India IGF (YIGF)

The sixth Annual Forum of the Youth Internet Governance Forum India (YIGF) was held on 28
September, at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Guwahati campus in hybrid mode. The
central theme for this year's forum was "Empowering Youth for a Sustainable Digital Future."

Over 150 youth including 12 from the YIGF India Fellowship program 2023 participated in the
program. It featured various session formats, including workshops, collaborative sessions,
panels, and keynote addresses on issues related to digital inclusion, cybersecurity, Al
regulation, data governance, and the role of youth in shaping Internet governance.

GFCE Triple-1 Day Workshop

The Global Forum for Cyber Expertise (GFCE) Triple-l Workshop was organized on 28
September at [IT Guwahati as a day 0 event of inSIG2023. The discussions were focused on
three topics: Better Use of Today’'s Open Internet Standards; Inspiration from Good Practice
Actions; and Planning for a More Trusted Internet: Marketplace for Action.

The GFCE Triple-l initiative is meant to facilitate awareness-raising and capacity-building events
in different regions of the world to enhance justified trust in the use of the Internet and/or email
in those regions.



https://insig.in/day-0-events-2/
https://insig.in/day-0-events-2/
https://insig.in/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Final-Programme-GFCE-Triple-I-at-InSIG2023-def.pdf
https://insig.in/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Final-Programme-GFCE-Triple-I-at-InSIG2023-def.pdf
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I Ninth Edition inSIG Edition: inSIG2024, Bangalore

The ninth edition of India School on Internet Governance (inSIG2024) was organized at the
Indian Institute of Management - Bangalore (IIM-Bangalore) from 1 to 3 October 2, with Day 0
on 30 September 2024. The annual inSIG is organized by the seven ISOC Chapters in India
(Delhi, Chennai, Kolkata, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Trivandrum. The event was hosted
this year by ISOC Bengaluru Chapter along with 1IM Bangalore and supported by MeitY, NIXI,
ICANN, APNIC, Games 24x7, Internet Society, CCAOI and IIFON. The event brought together 23
Indian Fellows including 1 person from the disabled community, 9 international Fellows, 15
local Fellows and 15 Youth IGF India fellows who_belonged to different stakeholder
communities and backgrounds. For more details refer to the_program and the recordings.



https://insig.in/fellows-2024/
https://insig.in/fellows-2024/
https://insig.in/program-agenda-for-insig-2024/
https://insig.in/program-agenda-for-insig-2024/
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Day 0 events:

Seventh Edition of Youth IGF India

The UN recognised 7th Annual Youth IGF India Forum 2024 (YIGF India2024)was held on
September 30th at IIM Bangalore. The event addressed key topics such as Internet governance,
the multistakeholder approach, Al-driven futures, cybersecurity, and Al governance
recommendations. Over 150 participants attended, including 18 India YIGF fellows from across
the country.
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2024 Edition GFCE Triple-l1 workshop

The 2024 Edition of the GFCE Triple-l workshop, the fifth in the series, was inaugurated on 30
Sep 2024 by Shri Sushil Pal, Joint Secretary, MeitY, at the Indian Institute of Management,
Bangalore. Hosted by inSIG, the event was supported by APNIC, ICANN, EasyDMARC, Hurricane
Electric, Internet Society (ISOC), and the Global Cyber Alliance. The GFCE initiative is meant to
facilitate awareness raising and capacity building events in different regions of the world in
order to enhance justified trust in the use of Internet and/or email in those regions.

The workshop in India was attended by over 40 participants that included global & regional
experts and practitioners as well as regional Internet stakeholder groups including the
government, business and the technical community. The workshop discussed contemporary
standards such as RPKI, DNSSEC, and DMARC, as well as the role of community-initiatives like
MANRS and KINDNS, and also discussed the need for a collaborative, multistakeholder
approach involving governments, industry, and civil society to ensure the safe and secure use
of technologies such as email and the web.

Since the first workshop in 2018, inSIG has supported the GFCE Triple-l workshops in multiple
locations, including Delhi (2018), Kolkata (2019), Hyderabad (2022), and Guwahati (2023).
These events have played a crucial role in raising awareness about cybersecurity standards
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and have helped stakeholders from India and beyond understand and implement best practices
for a safer and more secure Internet. inSIG’s unwavering support has been critical to the
success and continuity of these workshops, ensuring that they remain a staple of the inSIG
program and contribute to enhancing global cyber resilience.

The GFCE Triple-l workshops facilitated by inSIG have become a key platform for driving
cybersecurity discourse, building capacity, and creating a more trusted and secure Internet. The
workshops also foster collaboration between local and global stakeholders, making them an
important mechanism for advancing Internet security and governance both in India and
internationally.

Through its strong support of both the YIGF India and GFCE, inSIG has demonstrated its
commitment to fostering youth leadership in Internet Governance and advancing cybersecurity
expertise. These two initiatives represent the broader goals of inSIG: building capacity,
promoting multi stakeholder collaboration, and creating a sustainable and inclusive digital
future.
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inSIG

ALUMNI

Over the last seven years over 462 people have attended inSIG as fellows. The breakup being 192
were Indian participants, 72 from overseas and 41 from government, 77 local fellows, 46 fellows
from Chapters, 3 fellows from the Persons with Disability community and 11 Alumni.

International fellows participated from over 21 countries.

The year wise complete participant list can be viewed from the following link:


https://insig.in/2017/2016/list-fellowship/index.html
https://insig.in/2017/participation/index.html
https://insig.in/2018/fellowship/index.html
https://insig.in/2019/index97bb.html?page_id=22
https://insig.in/2020/index97bb.html?page_id=22
https://insig.in/2021/fellowship.html
https://insig.in/2022/index97bb.html?page_id=22
https://insig.in/2020/index97bb.html?page_id=22
https://insig.in/fellows-2024/
https://insig.in/fellows-2025/

ﬂ‘hm
inUi\-lN

10 YEARS OF SHAPING INTERNET GOVERNANCE

Report Compiled by CCAOI team: Shradhanjali Sarma
Edited by: Swati Shinde



	10 YEARS OF SHAPING INTERNET GOVERNANCE
	TABLE OF
	CONTENTS
	1. About inSIG
	2. Our Objectives
	3. inSIG Over the Years and Impact
	4. Testimonials
	4

	5
	6
	9
	13
	16
	37
	4.1 Fellows  4.2 Speakers  4.3 Sponsors
	9 11 11

	5. inSIG Initiatives
	6. inSIG2025
	Day 1  Day 2  Day 3

	Annexure
	ABOUT

	AND IMPACT
	inSIG Organizing Team
	4.1

	INITIATIVES
	A.

	B.
	Global Forum for Cyber Expertise (GFCE) Triple-I Workshops: Till 2024, the Global Forum for Cyber Expertise (GFCE) Triple-I workshops have been an integral part of inSIG’s agenda since 2018, and inSIG has played a pivotal role in organising and sustaining these workshops each year. The GFCE, an international platform designed to facilitate cyber capacity building through cooperation, established the Triple-I (Internet Infrastructure Initiative) workshops to promote the use of open Internet standards and best practices to enhance trust in the Internet globally. These workshops have been a key feature of Day 0 events at inSIG, with a focus on building awareness, sharing knowledge, and fostering collaboration on cybersecurity challenges.
	The GFCE Triple-I workshops, supported by inSIG, aim to align local cybersecurity efforts with global standards, encouraging the adoption of best practices to secure Internet infrastructure. Each year, these workshops bring together a broad range of experts, including government officials, technical community members, and civil society representatives, to discuss critical topics such as cybersecurity norms, Internet resilience, and trust in digital ecosystems. This platform allows participants to not only gain knowledge but also exchange ideas and practical solutions to current cyber challenges.
	inSIG2025 in numbers
	Day 2

	Glimpses from inSIG2025
	inSIG2025 Fellows
	Indian Fellows
	The eighth edition of the India School on Internet Governance (inSIG2023) was held from 29 September to 1 October at Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati (IIT-Ghy). The event was co-hosted with IIT Guwahati. Over 54 fellows (including fellows from northeast India, youth and overseas) participated in the three day event. The event was sponsored by NIXI, Meta, APNIC, ICANN, and SSNet.
	The topics discussed this year include: History and Evolution of the Internet: Global and Indian Perspectives; The IG Ecosystem; Internet Core Technologies; Enhancing Multistakeholderism for Future Governance of the Internet; Issues in IG: Access, Digital Divide, Security, Trust; Unpackaging Digital Personal Data Protection Act 2023 & its impact; Platform Governance (Intermediary issues, Content Moderation, Antitrust); Digital India Act: The components needed; Governance of AI & Emerging Tech; Digital Economy-Challenges and Opportunities; Internet Standards and RFCs: Processes and the Present Status; India's Cybersecurity Requirements. There were role plays and flash talks to engage the participants.
	The speakers at the school were: Maarten Botterman, ICANN Board; Sushil Pal J. S (IG) MeitY; Prof Dr. Gautam Barua, IIT Guwahati, Dr. Govind; Amitabh Singhal, Anja Gengo, IGF Secretariat; Jia Rong Low ICANN; Sarah Lake, Internet Society; Pablo Hinojosa, APNIC; Anand Raje, ISOC Kolkata; T. Santhosh, MeitY; Dr. Syed Kazi, Council for Social & Digital Development (CSDD); Prashanth Sugathan SFLC; Rakesh Maheshwari, Former Sr. Director & Group Coordinator (Cyber Law and Data Governance), MeitY; Nehaa Chaudhari, Ikigai Law; Ashutosh Chaddha Microsoft; Guilherme Canela, Chief of Section of Freedom of Expression and Safety of Journalist, UNESCO; Anupam Sanghi, Anupam Sanghi & Associates; Shahana Chaterjee SAM, Nikhil Pahwa, MediaNama, Uthara Ganesh Snap; Pratik Sibal, UNESCO; Urvashi Aneja, Digital Future Lab; Venkatesh Krishnamoorthy, BSA; Dr. Vishwanath Pingali (IIM A); Ashwani Rana Zupee; Mansi Kedia, ICRIER; Narendra Nath, NCSC; Sriram Birudavplu, DSCI; Dr. Aparajita Bhatt, NLU-Delhi.

	I Ninth Edition inSIG Edition: inSIG2024, Bangalore
	Day 0 events:
	Seventh Edition of Youth IGF India
	The UN recognised 7th Annual Youth IGF India Forum 2024 (YIGF India2024)was held on September 30th at IIM Bangalore. The event addressed key topics such as Internet governance, the multistakeholder approach, AI-driven futures, cybersecurity, and AI governance recommendations. Over 150 participants attended, including 18 India YIGF fellows from across the country.

	ALUMNI
	inSIG2019
	10 YEARS OF SHAPING INTERNET GOVERNANCE


