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Where are we today?
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Future of Internet Usage In India
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.cab

Expansion of gTLDs

The number of generic top-
level domains has grown 

from 22 to over 1,200 since 
2012 

22 1200
gTLDs

⌃

.aero

.biz
.cat .com

.coop

.edu

.gov

.info

.int

.jobs

.mil

.mil

.museum

.name

.net
.org.post.pro

.tel

.travel



| 5

Internationalized Domain Names
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The IDN Program

LGR Specification 
and Tool (P1)

LGR Development 
(P2.2)

IDN Variant TLD 
Implementation 

(P7)

IDN ccTLD Fast 
Track

Reference 
Second Level 

LGRs
IDN 

Implementation 
Guidelines 

Communications 
Plan Execution

Internationalized Domain Names (IDNs) enable people around the 
world to use domain names in local languages and scripts. IDNs are 
formed using characters from different scripts, such as Arabic, 
Chinese, Cyrillic or Devanagari. These are encoded by the Unicode 
standard and used as allowed by relevant IDN protocols.

Until late 2009, Top-Level Domains were restricted to only the Latin 
letters a to z without accents or symbols. After 2009, IDN TLDs were 
introduced in other scripts including Arabic, Chinese and Cyrillic 
scripts.

ICANN has instituted the IDN Program to assist in the development 
and promotion of a multilingual Internet using IDNs. The program is 
primarily focused on the planning and implementation of IDN top-
level domains (TLDs), including IDN country code TLDs and generic 
TLDs. The IDN Program also supports projects geared towards 
effective use of IDNs at the second-level of the Domain 
Name System, as guided by the community.
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Why Internationalize Domain Names?

More and more people 
around the world, once 

unconnected, are online.

IDNs allow people 
around the world to 

access domain names in 
their local languages.

Top Three Countries by % of 
Total Global Internet Users*

Number of Internet Users Worldwide*

2000

413M

2000 2016

CHINA U.S.INDIAJAPAN GERMANYU.S.

30%

9% 6%

21%
13% 8%

2016

3.4B

2020

5B expected
More language communities join

*Source: Internet Live Stats (www.InternetLiveStats.com) 2016
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What has changed with Top-Level Domains?

INTERNATIONALIZED 
DOMAIN NAMES ADDED

DOMAIN NAME
Latin letters a to z without 
accents or symbols.

Characters from 
different scripts.

2009

(.arab) (.china) (.rf)

In 2014
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The Challenges and Opportunities of 
Universal Acceptance
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Key Principles of UA Readiness

Accept Validate Store

Process Display
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Get Involved

Universal Acceptance 
Steering Group

Helping software developers 
and website owners understand 

how to update their systems.

Learn more http://uasg.tech
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